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Wick  Vapour Cavity

High Temperature Environment Temperature Low Temperature

Heat pipe thermal cycle

1) Working fluid evaporates to vapour absorbing thermal energy.

2) Vapour migrates along cavity to lower temperature end.

3) Vapour condenses back to fluid and is absorbed by the wick,
releasing thermal energy

4) Working fluid flows back to higher temperature end.
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[1] Wikipedia:
http://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E7%86%B1%E5%B0%8E%E7%AE%AL

[2] G. P. Peterson, An Introduction to Heat Pipes, John Wiley & Sons, Inc, 1995.
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